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16 Things A Bride Needs To Know - Advice For A Great Reception

Dan Nichols

Calling All Brides...

Are you or is someone you know having a wedding reception? Here are 16 things you’ve probably
never even thought of, that as a professional mobile DJ, | suggest make for better parties.

| first want to point out that it is rare that all these items are followed in any given event but the more
you can adhere to them, the more likely your party will be at full steam come closing time.

1) Don't put the older guests next to the dancefloor/speakers. If you have to ask why, then you may
want to hire a harpist for the night.

2) Don't cram your entertainment out of the way—your entertainer should be seen. Powerful
entertainers will work to get people on the dance floor but they must be seen as part of the action, not
just some side show.

3) A party should end when it shouldn't end, not when it should. Ending a party before it dies down
leaves everyone with the impression the floor was packed all night. It just feels better when people
are left wanting more versus being completely burned out.

4) A "too small" dance floor is better than one that is too big. Why? The answer is simple: It creates
the impression, whether real or not, that the floor is full. People are more likely to dance when the
crowd on the floor is dense than when they feel like the only ones out there. Take it from the pro who
knows about dancing and crowd psychology, not from the banquet manager selling you on why a huge
floor is so important. If people end up dancing on the carpet then great they end up dancing on the
carpet and the story of your floor being so packed people couldn't even fit on the floor only further
reinforces my point.

5) Darker is better than lighter for dancing. People feel like less of a spectacle, less "on-stage" when
they think they're harder to see. That's why crime increases at night as well—and yes when some
people dance it is a crime. This one works along the same lines of psychology as tip 4.

6) Keep exit doors closed. Doors are inviting and you don't want to invite people outside of the main
room. Having them open allows more light into the room which again works against the
psychodynamics of the dance floor. Open doors invite people to their cars in the parking lot. You want
to keep their focus in the reception room for as long as possible.

7) This is a very general but valid statement: Nicer places, (country clubs, etc.) actually make it
harder, especially in the summer and fall months to get people up and moving because they are so
pre-occupied enjoying the scenery. Think about it... would you rather enjoy a cold beverage on a
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